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Present 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (Chair), Cllr E Dobson, Cllr A Gill, Cllr Futers, Cllr G Simpson, Cllr Ms Rose, Cllr Mrs 
C Cuthbert, Cllr A Piper, Cllr A Reid, Cllr Mrs J McGee, Cllr Mrs N McGee, Cllr G Price 
 
1516/001 Apologies for Absence 

Cllr D Couchman, Cllr G McCreedy, County Cllr Mrs Anne Dale  
 
1516/002 Declarations of Interest None 
 
1516/003 Election of Chair 
The clerk asked for nominations for Chair.  
Cllr A Reid nominated Cllr Mrs E Burt.  Cllr A Piper seconded the nominated for Cllr Mrs E 
Burt. 
 
The clerk asked if there were any further nominations, none were received. 
 
Cllr Mrs E Burt accepted and was duly elected as Chair of the council.  Cllr Mrs Burt reiterated 
comments made at the Annual Town Meeting stating “This council work as a group and we will 
move forward as a group, thank you for your continued support”.   
 
1516/004 Election of Vice Chair 
Cllr Mrs E Burt proposed that Cllr E Dobson continue as Vice Chair, this was seconded by Cllr G 
Simpson.  No further nominations were received. 
 
Cllr E Dobson accepted and was duly elected as Vice Chair of the council. 
 
1516/005 Notice of Election 
Cllr Mrs Burt advised of the poll received at Northumberland County Council for the vacancy in the 
Prudhoe West and Halfway Ward following the resignation of Mrs Mavis Harris.  Nomination papers 
must be received by 19th June, and if contested an election will take place on Thursday 16th July. 
 
1516/006 Representatives on Outside Bodies 
(see appendix A) 
Those Cllrs representing the town council on outside bodies were AGREED as given in Appendix A. 
 
It was also AGREED to contact NCC to request that details for both the Area Committee - Central 
and Area Committee - West are communicated to the town council.  Mickley remains part of the 
West Area whilst Prudhoe has become part of the Central Area.   
 
1516/007 Committees 
(see appendix B) 
Those Cllrs sitting on internal sub-committees and working groups were AGREED as given in 
Appendix B. 
 
1516/008 Standing Orders 
It was AGREED to re-adopt the Standing Orders of the Council. 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert   Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 
It was also AGREED that the office should send the document out via email. 
 



AGENDA 5, Enc ii) 

PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held in The Spetchells Centre at 7:00pm, 27th May 2015 

 

Signed (Chair) ………………………… Page 2 
 

1516/009 Financial Regulations 
It was AGREED to re-adopt the Financial Regulations of the Council. 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
It was also AGREED that the office should send the document out via email. 
 
1516/010 Responsible Financial Officer 
It was AGREED to re-appoint Mr Richard Whinney (Executive Officer) as the Responsible Financial 
Officer of the Council.   
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
1516/011 Internal Audit 
It was AGREED to receive the Internal Audit Report written by Mr Peter Basnett and to re-appoint 
Mr Basnett for the present financial year 2015/16.  The council were not required to agree any 
further actions as no issues had been raised.   
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs J McGee  Seconded: Cllr Ms J Rose 
 
1516/012 Financial and Management Risk Assessment 
The Clerk confirmed that although the document contained additions with respect to the raised 
precept and contingency, as well as the Tour of Britain Cycle Race, no risk ratings had been 
increased and there was nothing to cause any concern.   
It was AGREED to receive and approve the Financial and Management Risk Assessment. 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs J McGee  Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 
1516/013 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting, held on 29th April 2015  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes 
Proposed: Cllr A Gill     Seconded: Cllr A Piper 
 
1516/014 Matters Arising None 
 
1516/015 Report of the Planning, Contract and Works Meeting, held on 13th May  
  2015 
It was AGREED to receive the report 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson     Seconded: Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
 
1516/016 Accounts 2015/16  
a) It was AGREED to approve the bank reconciliation 1st April – 8th May 2015 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr A Gill 
 
b) It was AGREED to approve the updated statement of budget and expenditure for 2015/16 
Proposed:  Cllr A Gill    Seconded: Cllr A Reid 
 
c) It was AGREED to endorse those payment in bold and approve further payments received since 
the April meeting (schedule of accounts tabled) 
Proposed:  Cllr A Reid    Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 
1516/017 Television License Scheme - TVLS (refund of £30 to those in receipt of state 
  retirement pension) 
Cllr Mrs Burt outlined the situation with regard to the immediate cessation of Prudhoe Post Office 
issuing refunds under the TVLS.  Previously the ISOS Housing desk in the library issued a voucher 



AGENDA 5, Enc ii) 

PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held in The Spetchells Centre at 7:00pm, 27th May 2015 

 

Signed (Chair) ………………………… Page 3 
 

that could be exchanged for £30, the sum total of refunds given over by the Posts Office was then 
reimbursed by the town council.  Since the Post Office is now being run by an outside body rather 
than a local Postmaster, they have declined to be part of the scheme.  Presently ISOS are still 
approving claims under the scheme then passing forms to the administrator to raise cheques for 
each individual claimant. 
 
Cllr Gill asked if ISOS could issue a refund, however it was pointed out that ISOS do not hold cash.  
Cllr Mrs J McGee said that she was disappointed that the new owners stopped the scheme with 
immediate effect and asked if postal orders could be used as an alternative.  The administrator 
advised that this had been investigated and postal orders carried a 12.5% fee for values over £10 
which would to £3.75 for each TVLS refund, although not a great deal per refund, this would be an 
additional £1,300 based on the previous years’ claims.  Additionally the administrator pointed out 
that holding postal orders in the office was no different to holding cash. 
 
Cllr Reid stated that he was around when the scheme started and it got a lot of good publicity and 
positive comments, he felt it was important to carry on and that it may be worth going back the Post 
Office with the offer of an administrative fee for their part.  Cllr Reid added “If the Post Office remain 
firm that they do not want to be involved I would be sad to pull the plug”.    
 
Cllr Gill stated that this was a company and not an individual, that they are interested in cutting 
costs and making profit.  Cllr Price suggested offering the cost of a 2nd class stamp to the PO.  Cllr 
Dobson expressed that it was difficult to make a profit from a Post Office and trying to negotiate 
would be an idea.  Cllr Futers suggested approaching the high street banks and Cllr Piper 
suggested approaching Stocksfield Post Office. 
 
It was AGREED to receive the report.  It was also AGREED to go back to the Post Office and to 
look at the possibility of a High Street bank becoming involved.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt concluded that any further ideas would be welcome and the matter would be placed on 
the June agenda. 
 
1516/018 Castle Dene Play Area 
Cllr Mrs Burt was delighted to confirm that plans for the refurbishment of Castle Dene Play Area had 
been agreed.  Cllr Mrs Burt celebrated that this was possible due to the partnership working and 
funding of Prudhoe Town Council, section 106 funding and her County Cllr Capital Small Schemes 
Funding.  Cllr Mrs Burt advised that the plans had been left at Prudhoe Castle First School and had 
come back covered with sticky labels with lots of positive comments, as well as some ideas for 
using the grass area behind the play area.  Cllr Mrs Burt detailed that there was some work required 
to improve access via the footpath to the park and the ramp into the park and that she was 
auctioning this with Northumberland County Council. 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee commented that it was good that the scheme was going ahead as the play area 
had required attention for some time.  Cllr Mrs J McGee asked for some urgency in the progress of 
the transfer of the other play areas to the council, stating that this has been dragging on for over 3 
years and that it should be brought to a close.  Cllr Mrs McGee also hoped that ward Cllrs for Castle 
Dene would be involved in any plans to develop the grassed area beside the playground.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt agreed that the transfer of play areas needed to be progressed and mentioned that at 
a recent meeting of Northumberland County Council they spoke as it this had already happened in 
some areas.   
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1516/019 PTC Young People’s Forum 
It was AGREED to receive the report of the March meeting.   
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson    Seconded: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee was sorry to have not attended the previous two meetings but raised concern 
over statements relating to young people feeling ‘exploited’ under Apprenticeship Schemes.  Cllr 
Price elaborated that at the last meeting some young people were unhappy that they are not given a 
job at the end of an apprenticeship scheme or that they are offered jobs on minimum wage or zero-
hours contract.  Cllr Price confirmed that no figures had been given and that he had suggested 
contacting the local MP as Apprenticeships are being pushed by Government.   
 
Cllr Reid commented that he was sceptical about Apprenticeships in their current form, but that 
what was being described was evident in days gone by also – a guarantee of a good job was never 
given, however the Apprenticeships served in the past at least stood you in good stead to get a job 
elsewhere, as they were of a higher quality.   
 
Cllr Price confirmed that this was being looked into in more detail and stated that it was worth noting 
that the jewel in the crown was the Apprenticeship Schemes operated by SCA.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt reported that she and Cllr Ms Rose, along with the clerk, had met with some of the 
Governors of Highfield Middle School regarding much talked about parking/road issues on Highfield 
Lane.  Cllr Mrs Burt admitted that poor parking and poor driving outside schools was an issue 
without a solution at present.  Cllr Price stated that the police have very little power and the problem 
is congestion due to parking where there is little room for passing cars.  Cllr Mrs J McGee said she 
was disgusted to learn that parents were disregarding teachers, and often abusing them in their 
roles of trying to keep children safe.   
 
Cllr Reid remembered that a year ago Northumberland County Council ran a pilot car parking 
project and expressed that they may be interested in this issue, especially as it relates to four 
schools rather than just one. 
 
The clerk advised that at the meeting with Highfield Middle School they were informed that the 
problem was generally caused by a few thoughtless drivers, and maybe the answer was a direct 
approach to them rather than presenting an escalated issue.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt and Cllr Reid AGREED to explore the issue with Northumberland County Council. 
 
1516/020  Prudhoe Market 
It was AGREED to receive the report of the meeting 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson    Seconded: Cllr A Gill 
 
Cllrs discussed that the market was a first for Prudhoe and with some energy and promotion it could 
achieve the success of the first one.  Cllr Futers reported that those in the trade confirmed that to 
retain 5 stalls throughout the winter was an achievement and that the town should celebrate these 
stalls.  It was acknowledged that more stalls/traders were needed and that this was being actioned.   
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1516/021 Prudhoe in Bloom 
It was also AGREED to receive the report of the meeting held on 11th May.   
 
Cllr Mrs N McGee abridged the report received and confirmed that both the Prince’s Trust and 
Groundwork North East had entered ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’.  The town would be judged by 
Northumbria in Bloom on 10th July and as such a Community Litter Pick was being launched that 
would encourage a tidy-up prior to that day and where possible the day before, on Thursday 9th 
July.  Cllr Mrs N McGee promoted the town’s own ‘In Bloom’ competition and confirmed that the 
presentation would be held in the Parish Hall on Saturday 12th September.  Cllr Mrs McGee also 
commended the efforts of Mrs Joan Russell who had decided to take a break from ‘In Bloom’ 
activities; it was AGREED to write to Mrs Russell to thank her for her work over the years and hope 
to see her back at ‘In Bloom’ soon.   
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee reported that the group had hoped that The Princes Trust would take on West 
Wylam Shopping Centre as their next project but unfortunately the work required is too 
comprehensive for them to take on; as well as re-painting and tidying up there is also brickwork and 
rendering required.  Cllr Mrs J McGee asked if this could be placed on the June agenda as the area 
was in need of attention; it was AGREED. 
 
1516/022  Town Events 
It was also AGREED to receive the report of the meeting held on 11th May regarding the Aviva 
(formally Friends Life) Tour of Britain.   
Cllr Mrs J McGee discussed that whilst the town council was a supporter and minor sponsor of the 
race, the event and any information relating to it should be referred to NCC and Culture Creative.  
The events group AGREED to leave any formal bedding in situ until after the race and even if 
anything was trodden by visitors, it was justifiably near the end of the season.  The group AGREED 
that any additional funds required for events in support of the Tour of Britain should come from the 
contingency budget rather than the events budget, which is set aside for town council events.     
 
Cllr Mrs Burt reminded the group that Elizabeth Evans had emailed the council with ideas and that 
Julie Fleck from Jules Interiors had also, so hopefully the group would be able to come up with 
some good events/activities to compliment the race.   
 
1516/023 Reports from outside bodies 
Prudhoe Community Partnership – Cllr Mrs Burt advised that the ‘Live above a Shop Scheme’ 
(LASS) is progressing slowly. 
 
Town Twinning – It was AGREED to send the new Mayor of Mitry-Mory a congratulatory card. 
 
Northumberland County Council – Cllr Mrs Burt requested that since the new Planning Structure 
had been agreed by county council, the town council should invite someone from the Planning 
Department to give a step-by-step guide to how planning applications are processed, AGREED. 
 
SCA – Cllr Price advised that the next meeting would be held on 17th September. 
 
NALC – Cllr Dobson advised that discussions were mainly concerned with the new planning 
system. 
 
Prudhoe Pathforce – Cllr Ms Rose confirmed that the Parish Walk is progressing and will be walked 
in the next couple of weeks.  
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1516/024 Correspondence and Tabled Items 
Correspondence 
1. Grant Aid – acknowledgments and thanks 
Letters have been received from the following organisations, thanking the Council for their financial 
support for 2015-16: Carers Northumberland; Prudhoe Community Choir; Tynedale Hospice at 
Home; Prudhoe Castle Bowling Club. 
Emails have also been received from the following, thanking the Council for its financial support:  
Dragon Tale Theatre Group, Prudhoe Arts Week, Radio Prudhoe, Prudhoe Gleemen, Prudhoe Over 
50’s Forum. 
The Prudhoe Castle Bowling Club also asks if the following can be publicised: 
Sunday 7 June – Club Open Day, timed to coincide with the Prudhoe Community Fair 
Saturday 4 July – at 11am, a plaque will be unveiled at the bowls pavilion, in memory of the late Jim 
Tulip, chairman of the club, member of Prudhoe Gleemen, Prudhoe Methodist Church, and of the 
community. The pavilion will henceforward be known as the Jim Tulip Memorial Pavilion. Members 
of the Council are invited to attend this special event (councillors wishing to attend are requested to 
inform the office). 
RECEIVE 

 
2. Highfield Middle School: Charity Day Fundraiser 
Email dated 6 May 2015 from James McKenna, Charity Co-ordinator and teacher at the School. 
The email advises that the school’s annual day will take place on Monday 13 July. The pupils have 
chosen to support the following charities: 
ECCDS – Education Centre for Children with Down’s Syndrome (based in Newton Aycliffe and 
Hexham) 
Great North Air Ambulance 
Make a Wish Foundation UK 
The day is billed as “a jam packed fundraiser that all pupils in the school will be taking part in. The 
will be a sponsored walk, followed by an afternoon of activities that each pupil will get sponsored for 
participating in. Alongside these events a grand raffle will be held to support these three amazing 
charities. The last time we did this, we raised over £4,000 for the nominated charities.” The email 
requests a donation of a raffle prize.  
It was AGREED that Cllrs could support the event with prizes personally but the Town 
Council could not support from the Budget.  It was also AGREED that it may be possible to 
publicise the event on the town council website. 
 
3. Northumberland Scouts (Hadrian District) 
Email dated 9 May 2015, from Claire McDougle, District Commissioner, Hadrian District, 
Northumberland Scouts. She states “we would like some support in attracting some voluntary 
managers to run several groups, we are looking for dynamic, motivated communicators who would 
be prepared to undertake training to support groups.  We have 5 groups who do not have the 
figurehead role Group Scout Leader.” She asks if the Council could suggest individuals who might 
be interested in the role, and could attend an open evening to find out more. 
Mrs McDougle states that Scouting in the district involves over 500 young people and 100 plus 
adults, with a strong presence in Prudhoe and East Tynedale in general. However she identifies the 
need for more provision in areas already covered (mentioning Prudhoe by name), as well as areas 
where there is no provision at present.  
It was AGREED to respond asked if Claire would like the town council to publicise this on 
their website. 
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Tabled Items 
1. Mitry-Mory – L’évolution – municipal information magazine for Mitry-Mory, May 2015 
(includes report on the election of the new mayor of Mitry-Mory, Charlotte Blandiot-Faride). 
2. Allotment & Leisure Gardener, Issue 2, 2015 – the magazine of the National Allotment 
Society. 
3. Gemeinde Schmelz, Germany – Notice of / invitation to the 39th “Schmelzer Woche” running 
from 9 to 17 May, opening with a Jubilee Concert to celebrate 90 years of the local orchestra, 
Musikverein Harmonie Schmelz. 
4. Active Northumberland – Northumberland Live Music Festival, Saturday 27 June 2015 (Free 
event on Blyth Beach, 11am to 9pm): Letter from James Fell, Heritage & Events Development 
Manager, Active Northumberland, with flyers promoting the event. 
5. Active Northumberland – A Taste of South-East and Mid-Northumberland: Letter from Dawn 
Goodwill-Evans, Business Development Officer, Active Northumberland, with copies of a “brief 
guide to delicious local food and drink…the establishments [see below*] listed use a minimum of 
three local products”. Local attractions are listed as Cherryburn, Prudhoe Castle, Low Prudhoe 
Country Park and “Hadrian’s Wall”. Local food festivals listed are Hexham Spring Festival (9 May), 
Northumberland County Show (25 May), Tynedale Beer Festival (18 to 20 June), and Corbridge 
Food Festival (11 July). Farmers’ Markets only are listed. Of the 85 producers* listed, the most local 
are The Hearth Café at Horsley, and North Acomb Farm Shop, Stocksfield.   
For further information: www.visitnorthumberland.com and www.northumberlandtourism.org.uk. 
Note: more copies of the guide are available in the Library at the Spetchells Centre. 
  

http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/
http://www.northumberlandtourism.org.uk/
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APPENDIX A 
 

Outside Body PTC Representative 

 
Prudhoe Town Twinning Association 

 
Cllr Mrs E Burt 

 

 
NCC Area Committee – Central (relating to Prudhoe) 

Public Meeting 
 

16th July, 17th September, 12th November, 14th 
January, 17th March 

 

 
NCC Area Committee – West (relating to Mickley) 

Public Meeting 
 

14th July, 15th September, 10th November, 12th 
January, 15th March 

 

 
Prudhoe Community Partnership 

 
Cllr Mrs E Burt 

 

 
Northumberland Association of Local Councils 

 

 
Cllr E Dobson 

(bi-monthly meetings) 

 
Friends of Prudhoe Woods 

 
Cllr A Piper 

(monthly meetings) 

 
East Tynedale Local Councils Forum 

 
Cllr A Reid 

(quarterly meetings) 

 
SCA Hygiene Community Consultation Forum 

 

 
Cllr G Price 

(monthly meetings) 

 
Prudhoe Pathforce 

 
Cllr Ms J Rose 

(monthly meetings) 

 
Local Multi-Agency Problem Solving (LMAPS) East 

Tynedale 
 

 
Cllr Ms J Rose 

Cllr G McCreedy 
(bi-monthly meetings) 

 
Green Infrastructure Group 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Planning, Contracts and 
Works Committee 

 

Personnel Committee Cemetery & War 
Memorial Sub-

Committee 

Town Events Sub-
Committee 

 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (ex officio) 
Cllr E Dobson (ex officio) 
Cllr Mrs J McGee 
Cllr G Simpson 
Cllr A Gill 
Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
Cllr G McCreedy 
Cllr G Price 
Cllr B Futers 
Cllr Mrs N McGee 

 
Cllr E Dobson (ex officio) 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (ex officio) 
Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
Cllr G Price 
Cllr A Reid 
 
 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee 
Cllr A Gill (Chair) 
Cllr B Futers 
Cllr A Piper 
Cllr Ms J Rose 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee (Chair) 
Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
Cllr A Gill 
Cllr G McCreedy 
Cllr Mrs N McGee 
 
 
 
 
All Cllrs invited 
 

In Bloom Sub-
Committee 

 

PTC Young People’s 
Forum 

Legal Affairs 
Working Group 

Allotment Management 
Liaison Meeting 

 
Cllr Mrs N McGee (Chair) 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee 
Cllr G McCreedy 
 
 
All Cllrs invited 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee 
Cllr Mrs E Burt 
Cllr A Gill 

 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (Chair) 
 
 
 
All Cllrs invited 
 

Prudhoe 
Neighbourhood 

Management Group 

Civic and Community 
Forum 

Street Scene 
Working Group 

 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee (Chair) 
 
 
 
 
 
All Cllrs invited 

 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (Chair) 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Forum 
 

 
Cllr Mrs J McGee 
Cllr B Futers 
Cllr G McCreedy 
Cllr Mrs N McGee 
Cllr A Piper 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


